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Faculty Shocker: Mensch Admits Long Held Secret (Story)
by Fifi Trixibelle
Two UB Law Professors have
recently claimed to have had
contact with the ghost of "The
King" Elvis Presley.
Professor Betty Mensch, at a
recent faculty meeting, an
nounced that her second
youngest child, "Jimbo," was
not fathered by Alan Freeman,
as the law community has been
led to believe, but is in fact, Elvis
Presley's love child .
Although Elv is has been dead
for over ten years and "Jimbo "
is just four years old, Mensch
insists that the ghost of Elvis
has visited her several times,
and at one point, actually im
pregnated her.

know Elvis was the king and
now I can call Jimbo 'the prince'.
Mensch apparently decided
to come forth and reveal
Jimbo's true parentage be
cause of the inevitable annoy
ing questions the couple· have
been getting since the child was
born (see photo.)
"I just wanted to set the re
cord straight." says Mensch .

"Don't Be Cruel"

"Great"
When asked for a comment,
the child's purported father, law
professor Alan D. Freeman,
stated "I think it's great. We all
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Prof. Mensch in an early photo with "Jimbo"

Freeman added that he al
ways found it strange when at
the tender age of two months,
Jimbo would croon "Don 't Be
Cruel " when he wanted his
diaper changed.
Later at the same faculty
meeting law professor Janet
Lindgren stepped forward and
claimed to actually be Elvis'
love child.
questioned
about
When
whether she meant that her

father was Elvis the man or
Elvis the ghost, Lindgren in
sisted that her father was, in
fact, Elvis' ghost, although she
admitted thaJ it sired her sev
eral years before Elvis actually
died.
It had been confirmed that
Elvis was alive and well when
Janet Lindgren was conceived.
In an attempt to validate her
claim, Lindgren produced a dia
gram, which she attempted to
explain with what several lis
teners termed "metaphysical
mumbo-jumbo."

"Surprised"
When asked to comment, law
school dean David Filvaroff re
plied, "Although I'm a bit sur
prised, I have to believe that
once we go public, these revela
tions will greatly enhance our
standing in the Gourman Re
port"
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Law Student Found Dead In Law Library Carrel
by Seymore Heinie
On Monday, March 28th,
while law students were away
for spring break, a student who
apparently stayed in the Buffalo
area to catch up on school work
was found dead in the law. li
brary.
Although Amherst police de
partment officials have not
ruled out the possibility of mur
der or suicide, all law profes
sors have been put on notice
for possible interrogation .
One law professor who asked
not to be identified by name has
offered the possibility of the
death having been caused by
some pre-death psychological
trauma from having been con
fronted by an alien of some
sort. This theory was based on
a mysterious bite taken from
one of the law books" found on

the student's desk in carrel
number 332.
The law school administra
tion has refused to speak on the
topic. Dean Filvaroff, in an ap-

parent attempt to downplay the
hysteria surrounding the mys
terious death, stated, "At this
point in the investigation we
don't know exactly what his

name is or what year he's in.
"I can tell you, however, that
the reduction of aid that the
school will experience due to
the SUSTA cuts will have an im
pact on the size of the student
body."
At the time of the discovery
of this unfortunate event, public
safety officials spoke of having
found seven other bodies scat
tered throughout the rest of the
library and three additional
bodies found in front of the wall
where grades are posted on the

third floor. There was no evi
dence, however, of clues that
would add credence to the mys
terious alien theory.
The student was described as
being a male Caucasian with
shoulder-length hair, brown
eyes and a mole on his left
cheek.
Amherst
police
officials
woufd appreciate any informa
tion leading to the identity of
this victim. All information will
be confidential.

Permanent Office For JAG At UB

Sexuality Courses
To Be Offered
by Mary Virgin
UB's married faculty professors Betty Mensch, Alan
Freeman, Fred Konefsky and Diane Avery will be teaching
several courses on Sexuality and the Law next semester.
The faculty is concerned with rumors of first-year promis
cuous behavior which may lead to the spread of AIDS and
other sexually transmitted diseases. The curriculum is pre
sently being designed and will be entitled, "Do it and Die
or Don't and Miss out."
The following courses will be offered: Bestiality and the
Law, Joint Tenancy and Drugs: The Road to Marital Bliss,
the Rules of Civil Procedure and Sexual Positions, and Sado
Masochism: A Fundamental Right. Professor Freeman com
mented that several prerequisites are required. Bestiality
and the Law requires that students bring in their own animal
or anything that resembles a beast. Students in Konefsky's
class must wear only a flannel shirt to class and students
· must purchase leather whips for the Sado-Masochism course.
Students are excited about the new curricult1m and the
Law school Bookstore has created a new Sexuality and the
Law section with various sexual books and paraphernalia.
Presently, the professor for the Sa do-Masochism course has
not been chosen but students are hopeful that Professor
Marjorie Girth will be selected. The faculty believes these
new courses will stimulate students and relieve law school
pressure and anxiety. "In fact, it might even make better
lawyers out of them," said Konefsky.

by Johnny Gambo
Following recent protests by
students who felt infringed
upon by limitations imposed in
the interview/recruitment ef
forts by the JAG Corps, UB Law
has announced that beginning
in the Fall of 1988, the JAG
Corps will have a permanent of
fice at the law school.
Although O'Brian Hall has
space limitations for faculty and
club offices, a new office will be
constructed to accomodate the
JAG Corps. The office, as the
preliminary plans show, will be
located near the Career and De
velopment Office. In the mean
time, the JAG Corps recruit
ment personnel will be sharing
office space with COO pending
construction and completion of
the new office.
Filvaroff has
anDean
nounced that the accomoda
tions for the JAG Corps' office
was granted by President Sam
ple . In response to the letters of
protest tht he received by the
members of the National
Lawyers Guild, Dean Filvaroff
said, "our hands are tied at this
point. We had to accomodate
the JAG Corps at the law school
or risk losing massive amounts
of federal funds that were given

to the law school to do research
on the legal ramifications of the
Strategic Defense Initiative
(SDT). "

The Career and Development
Office is pleased that the JAG
Corps will have a permanent re
cruitment office at the law
school but expressed reserva
tions about having to share of
fice space with military person
nel.
One employee who asked to
remain anonymous said, "I
don't mind them at all, it
doesn't bother me to share
space with them for a little
while. What does bother me is
that I hope I don't have to come
to work every day and see a
bunch of dissatisfied law stu
dents picketing in front of the
CDO office. Law students as a
whole will never be satisfied."
The National Lawyers Guild
has already stated that they will
maintain a standing objection
to the creation of a permanent
JAG office at the law school.
NLG has historically opposed
the presence of the JAG Corps
at the law school and has
vowed that they will continue
to do so despite what seems
now to be a losing battle.
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*** *
* Bill Bee *

Hello again!! My name is Bill
Bee and I'd like to be your next
SBA president.
When we last spoke (if you
consider this rather one-way
form of communication speak
ing) I was a bright-eyed, well
intentioned, if not somewhat
naive, student running for an
SBA directorship. Thank you for
your support.
Actually, on second thought,
maybe I should take that back.
Of course I am thankful that
many of you had the faith in me
to elect me, but ...
When I started in this SBA
business I had a lot of ideas
about both what I could do as
a Director and what SBA as the
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SBA ELECTIONS

* * **

Presidential Candidates

organization could do.
I saw us as the conduit
through which the students
could voice their opinions and
needs to the administration. I
saw us as the champion of the
students, the voice of the un
derdog.
OK, as I said earlier, I may
have been a little naive, but it
seems SBA was/is none of that
but is, rather, a bureaucratic
blob that seems to spin its
wheels in a sea of its own mud.
Instead of being a conduit for
student concerns, and an or
ganization that seeks the fur
therance of student develop
ment both in the classroom and
out, it has an overly expansive
role in how we, through the
various clubs, use our money
to sponsor and initiate creative
programs.
How many times has a club
had a really amazing, bang-up
idea only to find out it will take
six weeks to get the needed
funds or, worse yet, that SBA
won't fund it because Ws too
political (read "too hot")?
Additionally, while I acknowl
edge the need to maintain a
rather tight budget (we only
continued on page 5

gins this summer and that's
why I'm staying here. It also re
quires student involvement.
This is not a solo position.

so . . .
1) There are going to be some
procedural changes around
here due to the audit. We are
mostly affected by the manner
in which we run our parties,
ticket sales etc. You'll probably
be seeing Sub-Board One per
sonnel taking tickets at the
door. You should be aware
we'll be paying for this service.
But we made the decision on
the Executive Board th is year to
work out difficulties with Sub
Board, and not against them. I
think it was the right choice, and
they have helped us streamline
the process so we cut costs. We
need to continue cooperating
while providing alternatives to
them that serve both our in
terests.
2) That same spirit of coop
eration applies to the Position
Paper. To Lisa Sizeland and all
who authored the document,
thanks are not enough. Our first
priority as students, faculty and
staff, is to follow-up on what
continued on page 5

Last fall when I ran for sec
ond-year class director I wasn't
sure what I was getting myself
into. My "platform" was sim
ple. I said that as your represen
tative, I would be receptive to
your suggestions and would at
tempt to take action where it
was feasible.
Seven months later, my "plat
form" as a candidate for Presi
dent of SBA remains much the
same.
Through the year I have con
tinually demonstrated my com
mitment to this simple plat
form. Several students express
ed a desire to have a more for
malized advisement program
continued on page :
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* Kimi King*

The word for SBA this year is
controversy. From Bork, to the
Faculty Statement on Harass
ment, to the Student Position
Paper, the SBA has hardly been
the forum for the hum-drum. As
a footnote, SBA is being sued
in Small Claims Court . .. partly
because we oppose SUSTA
cuts. Can't say we don't get in
volved with issues affecting
students! My own position is
that debate from all perspec
tives is healthy! Face it, all of
us are here to advocate for prin
ciples and person we believe
in.But we can be far more active
than we have been, and in order
to do that we need to organize
internally and externally. It be-

* Kelley Omel *

Spanogle Chosen To Head Commission on Trade Law
by Daniel lbarrondo
Professor John A. Spanogle,
who has been a member of the
SUNYAB Law School faculty
since 1974, has been chosen to
be the Chief of the United States
Delegation to the Working
Group on Electronics Fund Trans
fers (EFT) of the United Nations
Commission on International
Trade Law (UNCITRAL).
In this capacity, Professor
Spanogle will be the chief
negotiator for the United States
in a series of negotiations to be
had in order to develop model
rules on electronic fund trans
fers. The project is expected to

last three years and will assist
those entities in the United
States which draft contracts
and utilize EFT's. At present, the
,

---

John A. Spanogle
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Daniel lbarrondo, the new
Editor-in-Chief, was tearfully
crowned by outgoing Editor-in
Chief Krista Hughes.

The Opinion, an American
Bar Association award winning
newspaper, is proud to have
these
talented individuals on
The remainder of the newly
the
Board.
elected Editorial Board ·is com
posed of the following stu
In addition, we would like to
dents:
thank Krista Hughes, Zulma
Donna Crumlish
Managing Editor
Maria Rivera
Business Manager
Andrew Culbertson
Features Editor
Alexei Schacht
News Editor

group, in which Spanogle was
also the Chief United States delegate, is pending adoption by
the United Nations General Assembly. If adopted, a uniform
world-wide law for international negotiable instruments
would be created.
To date, the UNCITRAL work
ing group's proposal for a uni
form treatment of international
sales transactions has been
ratified by the United States

and 15 other nations. On Janu
ary 1, 1988 it became effective
as U.S. law.
The law school body is hon
ored to have John A. Spanogle
on its faculty. It is pleasing to
know that Professor Spanogle,
who teaches courses in the
fields of commercial law, inter
national commercial law and
consumer law is changing the
face of international business
transactions.

Tobacco Industry Critic Speaks

SBA Election Results
On Thursday, April 7th, The
Opinion held their annual elec
tion of Editors for the 1988-1989
school year. The turnout proved
to be an encouraging sign.

United States is in the process
of drafting proposed legislation
in this area.
Developing model international drafts and promissory
notes has been an interest and
source of joy to Professor
Spanogle. He has jtJst com
pleted, this past August 1987,
a five year assignment with
UNCITRAL's Working Group on
International Negotiable Instru
ments. The proposal from this

Bodon, Melinda Schneider and
Idelle Abrams for the legacy
they leave behind. The new
Board thanks them for their ex
perience and commitment to
excellent news reporting and
covering of law school activities
as well as areas of concern to
law students.

by Donna Crumlish
Dr Alan Blum, of the Baylor
College of Medicine in Houston,
Texas and a leader in the
crusade against cigarette ad
vertising spoke to a group of
students and faculty in O'Brian
hall on April 11, 1988. The pre
sentation was sponsored by the
Buffalo Public Interest Law
Program (BPILP)and Roswell
Park Hospital.
Dr. Blum is a former editor of
the New York State and Austra
lian Medical Journals. In 1977
he founded 'Doctors Ought to
Care' (DOC). DOC has been
leading a campaign against all
forms of cigarette advertising.
Tobacco is the number one ad
vertised product in the country;
approximately 3 billion dollars
a year is spent on promoting
tobacco products.·
One of DOC's concerns is the
problems involved in litigating
lawsuits against tobacco com
panies. The chances of a person
whose health has been im
paired by use of a tobacco prod
uct winning a lawsuit against
a tobacco company are slim.

Three
hundred
and
fifty
thousand to four hundred
thousand people per year die
tobacco-related deaths. Since
1980 an estimated eighteen
thousand
to
twenty-five
thousand people have died as
a result of the AIDS virus. De
this
overwhelming
spite
number there has not yet been
a single judgement awarded to
a plaintiff from a tobacco com
pany.
"The defense only has to
show a voluntary risk on the
part of the user" said Dr. Blum.
One of the legal issues being
debated is whether or not the
cigarette companies had a duty
to warn consumers of the dan
gers of tobacco. There are
documents from as early as
1946 indicating that cigarette
companies knew the health
risks of smoking.
It is unlikely that there will be
any lower court rulings against
cigarette companies until they
are sure the higher courts will
back them up. As of now that
doesn't seem likely. Protec
tion against cigarette com-

panies is also unlikely to come
from Congress. The reason is
that the tobacco companies
have poured a lot of money into
the campaigns of Congressmen
and Senators. "The number
one Senator in the pocket of the
tobacco industries is Bob Dole.
If he had been elected President
there would have been no
chance of ever getting a ban
on cigarette advertising " said
Dr. Blum.
Not only
gress have
companies
major U.S.

does the U.S. Con
a stake in tobacco
but so do many
news publications.

(collfinued on page 12)
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Increased Budget Contributes To Moot Court Success
by Dick Young
One of the best reasons to be
on the Moot Court Board is to
be able to participate in inter
law school moot court competi
tions.
These contests, involving law
schools from around the coun
try, test the participants' oral
advocacy and brief writing
abilities.
Contestants usually submit
briefs on whatever topic or
question the competition is
about and then argue, in sev
eral rounds, against other
schools. These rounds are
judged and scored by "Jus
tices," who are often real
judges, in "The Supreme
Court."
This year competitors from
the Buffalo Moot Court Board
excelled in the various compe
titions in which members were
entered. This was due, in large
part, to the fact that the Board
received "much more support
from the faculty and adminis
tration" than in past years, ac
cording to Julie Freudenheim ,
the out-going National Compe
titions Director for the Board.
This support came in the
forms of faculty coaching and
Board's
increases
in
the
budget.
Taryn Chapman and Susan
Gigacz argued with skill and
panache and made it to the
quarterfinal round of the pres
tigious National Moot Court
Competition. The "case" they

argued was about whether
cigarette manufacturers should
be held liable for the injuries
that smokers allegedly get from
using their products.
Chapman also teamed up
with Michael Banks, a non
Board member, to win the Black
Law Student Association Moot
Court Championship.
Brian Martin, the out-going
Director of the Board, and
Susan Schoepperle were final
ists in the Polsky Moot Court
Championship. Arguing bril
liantly, they lost in the finals to
an arrogant Emory Law School
team led by a man who called
himself "Ice." Martin and
Schoepperle also won the Sec
ond Best Brief award. The an
nual Poslky competition deals
with the field of criminal law.
This year's problem dealt with
the issue of a prosecutor's use
of peremptory challenges to
exclude blacks from a jury.
As reported in the last issue
of The Opinion, Siu Chan and
Sue Garvey won their region's
National Appellate Advocacy
Moot Court. Championship.
They will go on to the National
Championship this summer.
The Entertainment/Commu
nications Moot Court Cham
pionship, hosted by Cardozo
Law School in Manhattan, saw
a competitive Buffalo team,
composed of Paul Weiss, Sara
Faherty and Bret Puscher, win
all of their preliminary rounds
but inexplicably fail to advance

to the final rounds.
Two lucky teams got to go to
San Diego for the F. Lee Bailey
Moot Court Championship and
the National Telecommunica
tions Moot Court Champion
ship, respectively.
Lauren Breen and Dana
Young competed in the Bailey
competition which, like the
Polsky, is a criminal law com
petition. This year's topic was
centered around the controver
sial Bail Reform Act of 1984.
Sara Horowitz and Alexei
Schacht competed in the ex
tremely
poorly-administered
Telecommunications
Cham
pionship held by the California
Western School of Law.
Competitors had to argue in
front of the same panel of
judges on the same day, thus
destroying the moot court prin
ciple that oral advocates should
be judged by different people
on each round.
The last moot court competi
tion of the season will see Chris
tine Tsai and Mary Ann Court
ney enter the National Products
Liability Moot Court Champion
ship beginning next week.
Next year's Moot Court
Board, which hopes to repeat
this year's successes, voted on
who the members of next
year's Executive Board would
be. The winners of those elec
tions are as follows:
Tim Greenan, Director; Mary
Joe Raczka, Assistant Director;
Suzanne Garvey, Secretary;
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Joe Rizzo, Treasurer; and Rob
Boreanez, National Competi
tions Director.
The Moot Court Board would
like to thank all those people,
faculty, staff, administrators

and students - people too
numerous to mention individu
ally - for their help in making
this year such a successful one
for the Board.

Conspiracy to Revive the Auction Block
by Martin Sanchez-Rojas

Prime suspects
Jesse Davis had psychological problems,
but it did not matter
Michael Stewart had a Boy Scout's knife,
but it did not matter
Eleanor Bumpurs was an elderly Afro-American woman ,
but it did not matter
Michael Griffith was simply walking 'cause his car broke,
but it did not matter
Jimmy Lee Bruce was just a kid from Wallkill, New York,
but it did not matter
Kenroy Burke was a Jamaican father of 5,
but it did not matter
Yvonne Smallwood was a nurse and trade unionist,
but it did not matter
Shirley Harris-Smith was five months pregnant,
but it did not matter
Juan Rodriguez was a Dominicano,
but it did not matter
Julian T. Pierce was Lumbee Native American,
but it did not matter
Ah , the police and their tools .
Do you think GOD is a white man?
Could it be that it's a matter of color?
So how you livin ' ?

. . . . . . . . . . . . by Andrew Culbertson

Peer Pressure: Much More Than Just A Social Problem
Peer pressure. It's a phenom
enon often frowned upon, but
one that each of us has faced
and probably succumbed to at
one time or another.
How many times has it hap
pened? You're with a group of
friends and they've decided to
go out to a bar. For whatever
reason, you decide not to go
with them. What generally en
sues is a two-step process.
First, they give you a hard
time for not wanting to go.
Then, after you've given at least
two or three good reasons why
you don't want to go, they pro
ceed to do everything in their
power to persuade you other
wise. If you're like most of us,
you usually end up going .

Admittedly, this is a fairly
common and relatively harm
less scenario. Unfortunately,
peer pressure is not always
harmless. When peer pressure
becomes a factor in regard to
more important decisions, such
as which courses to take or
which organizations to join, it
really can be limiting.
Specifically, I'm referring to
the following pieces of conver
sation I've recently heard.
"Take Corporations. Me and
Joe are taking it," or "I don't
want to take that class. None of
my friends are taking it, so why
should I take it?"
Or, how about the people
who refuse to join an organiza
tion because none of their

friends are in it? I guess no one
has told them that it won't kill
them to make new friends.
This is the type of behavior
that I expected (and admittedly
practiced) in high school, toler
ated in college, and find hard
to fathom in law school.
Perhaps I'm wrong to assume
that if people are ambitious
enough to attend law school,
that they're also ambitious
enough to take the classes they
want to take and join the clubs
that interest them.
One reason why peer pres
sure seems to be so effective is
due to individual insecurity.
People are afraid to take
chances and do things on their
own. To this extent, they easily
succumb to peer pressure and

end up doing most of the same
things that their friends do.
At the same time, the people
applying the pressure are just
as insecure as their victim(s).
They're afraid to do something
on their own, so they try and
convince a friend to do it with
them.
At a younger age, insecurity
may have been an acceptable
excuse. However, at this point
in a person's life, there's really
no excuse for social insecurity,
at least when it works to control
important decisions. There
comes a point in a person's life
when they have to start making
decisions based on what they
want to do, not on what their
friends do, or on what their
friends want them to do.

Commentary . . . . . . . . ... . ..... . ............ .

I should clarify that my pur
pose in writing this piece is not
to condemn the student body.
One of the things that has im
pressed me the most about the
students here is their willing
ness to express their opinions
and stand behind the causes
they believe in.
The point I'm making is that
there are a number of students
out there who are apparently
satisfied hiding behind their
security blankets. It would be
one thing if this was the type of
behavior that ended once an in
dividual entered the real world.
Unfortunately, this type of at
titude generally feeds on itself
and will tend to follow a person
throughout his or her life.

. . by John Bonazzi

Jackson Should Withdraw And Save Democratic Party
The Democrats are in trouble.
In this presidential election
year, one in which the chances
for victory are truly good for the
first time in twelve years, the
need for unityand coalescence
is paramount.
Yet, the party is being be
seiged from within, particularly
by the reluctance of Jesse
Jackson to put the good of the
party before his own political
goals and ambitions. This must
end.
Let me start by acknowledg
ing the very real and positive
achievements made by Jesse
Jackson in this campaign. He
has encouraged the politically
disfranchised - the
poor,
minorities, street people and
others - to become a part of
the national political process.
He has also pushed the polit
ical cause of minorities ahead
~y leaps and bounds. His camPage four
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paign has truly been a water
shed effort in that regard .
Perhaps most importantly, he
has through his formidable
speaking skill and fiery oratory
centered political attention on
issues which have been neg
lected these past eight years :
low-income housing, home
lessness, anti-poverty cam
paigns, unemployment, etc. He
has singlehandedly brought re
newed interest and compas
sion to issues which have long
laid dormant and unresolved .
Jesse Jackson has accom
plished great things. In doing
so, he has brought hope to the
hopeless and cheer to the
cheerless. But now, it is time for
him to step aside.
The Democrats are close to
returning to the White House,
and to accomplish this they will
have to do what they foolishly
fail to do each election year -
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unite as a party behind the
most electable candidate.
The Republicans are good at
this. The national hierachy puts
pressure on candidates to drop
out quickly once it becomes ap
parent that they are not going
anywhere. This results in one
strong candidate, and a united,
smiling convention.
But this year, the Republicans
fell behind a man who needs
only to stay alive until August
to win the nomination. ·George
Bush is as unelectable as they
come, and will have difficulty
beating the Dems in the fall.

Mike Dukakis is clearly the
man to put up against him. He's
an intelligent candidate who
has a great organization and
even greater fund-raising. In
addition, he is blessed with
presiding over an economy that
has been called a miracle (un-

employment cut from 12% to
3%, and taxes cut five times in
four years).
Mike Dukakis may need an
excitement boost, but what he
doesn't need is a candidate to
sap his strength. Unity is cru
cial.
Jackson needs to fall behind
Dukakis for one big reason he can't win himself. This may
upset minorities and anti-estab
lishment Democrats, and un
derstandably so. But Demo
crats need to grasp the political
reality soon, and the reality is
that Jesse Jackson can't win.
It's a shame that this is so,
but it is so. While it may be ap
palling that racism can keep a
qualified person out of office in
1988, that's the reality. And race
is not the only thing.
Even more hurtful than his
race is Jackson's politics, which
many Democrats
- never

mind Independents or Conser
vatives - view as radical. His
support for Fidel Castro, Yassir
Arafat, and others, coupled
with his campaign promises to
deal with issues which are
costly and fiscally unpopular
create problems among moder
ate-liberals. They see him as an
inexperienced ultra-liberal.
This may only be a misper
ception, but perception in poli
tics is. usually more important
than the reality. The fact is that
a still-racist, still-conservative
America will not vote for Jesse
Jackson. The numbers prove it.
It has been widely reported
that Jackson has received an
astonishing 95% of the black
vote, and 20% of the white vote.
Blacks hail this as a major coup.
Not so.
It must be remembered that
he has been receiving just 20%
continued on page 13

** * **
Bill
Bee
(continued)

have but so much money). if we
are going to cut student club
budgets, why not do something
progressive with the saved
money?
I propose we, as a student
government, have a responsi
bility to actively assist students
through this ardent journey we
call law school.
Given that responsibility, it
seems that SBA should estab
lish a Special Circumstances
fund. This would provide im
mediate aid in the event that
someone would have a unique
situation that would require
them needing some emergency
funds.
For example, I know last
semester at finals there were
some students, because of a
handicap, who needed a typist
and the school would not pro
vide one; there is no relief for
them in SBA.
It seems that somewhere
along the line we forgot SBA
means STUDENT Bar Associa
tion. SBA must represent and
be willing to support all the stu
dents.
Now before it appears I am
simply bashing SBA, let me say
this. I'm simply stating the vari
ous shortcomings as I see
them. I feel SBA as an organiza
tion can do a lot for the stu
dents. It just needs the right
push.
We need an SBA that will let
the clubs police themselves.
We need an SBA that is willing
to meet the needs of all the stu
dents and if need be, fight for
those needs. We need to put
some bite in SBA.

*
* Peter Berkery *
;o/$1,

The reason I decided to run
for Vice President of the Stu
dent Bar Association is simple:
I really care about Buffalo Law
School past, present and future.
Currently, I think in a sense
our Law School Community is
in a crisis situation. The "great
dialogue" on the ideals of truth
and justice that should take
'place at any good law school is
strangely absent here at UB. In
its place we have an atmos
phere of tension and suspicion
that feeds on rumors, mistate
ments, and even outright lies.
Something has to give,
something must change before
our Law School collapses in on
itself and becomes yet another
nameless, faceless institution
in classic Orwellian fashion.
To me, the most logical place
to begin this change for the bet
ter is within the student body
itself. Unfortunately, at times it
appears that some faculty and
some members of the Law
School administration care lit
tle about student needs and
concerns unless that student
falls into some ambiguous
"special category" that the pro
fessor or administrator is com
fortable dealing with and
chooses to help.
In my opinion, this only
serves to perpetuate the ten
sion and division within the stu-

SBA ELECTIONS
I have tried to outline some
ideas to show I have a handle
on what we need in a student
government. However, as they
say, talk is not expensive (or
something like that). A vote of
confidence from you will insure
us with an active, concerned
SBA president and in turn an
SBA that does more than just
administrate.
I'm Bill Bee and I'd like to be
your next SBA president.

*

Kimi King
(continued)

*

they have advocated needs to
be changed. Just to set the re
cord straight, the Position
Paper was not an indictment of
why this school is bad, it was a
document to illustrate that with
work we can be one of the best
¢##**¢ schools around.
Dean Filvaroff has shown a
committment to that purpose
even in the first few months of
the transition. We must con
tinue to support his efforts. If
we believed that the problems
were
insurmountable,
we
would not have undertaken
such a venture. For those of you
who haven't read the document
in its entirety, it is on reserve in
the Library. We've got prob
lems, but we have a few an
swers. Take a study break dur
ing finals and look it over. You
may have an angle that no one
has thought of yet.
3) A comprehensive calen
dar of SBA activities needs to
be out by the third week of
school so other organizations
can begin planning. In my two
years on SBA, I've seen so
many groups duplicate efforts
and compete with each other

*

for people and resources, it's
scary.
4) New students have new
ideas and energies which re
vitalize groups. We need a Club
Day within the first few weeks
of school. Unless we create the
expectation that outside in
terests are important, we can't
complain when we are con
fronted by apathy. Groups need
to formulate plans a.s.a.p., and
knowing the number of in
terested students out there
helps immensely.
5) Our school has over 800
students and yet this year we
did not have a phone directory.
Two years ago we finally re
ceived one over Spring Break.
Ludicrous! I don't believe in
campaign promises (reality dic
tates life and death do not go
on in SBA meetings), but if it's
the last thing I do there will be
a Fall Directory. This is a trivial
issue, but it's symptomatic of
the disorganization which goes
on around here. Anyone in
terested in working on it with
me, leave a note in mailbox
#424. Those of you who com
plained all year long about not
having one . . . I intend to hear
from you.
Yeah ... This is the blah part
where I'm supposed to tell you
that I've served on SBA longer
than the other candidates (first
year Class Director, currently
Treasurer). I've worked on stu
dent governments at the Uni
versity of Illinois, Northeastern
University, and Regional or
ganizations ... blah ... blah ...
blah ... anyone who knows me,
knows my record. Vote for me
and nobody gets hurt!! Just

checking your comprehensive
reading skills!
Seriously, even if you don't
vote for me -which you should
- at least vote. Last year's elec
tion was decided by 10 votes.
You will have to live with the
Board once they are elected re
gardless of if you don't vote. At
least next year you can say you
tried. Take care and good luck
on Finals.

*

Kelley Omel

Camaraderie should be em
phasized, competition down
played. There is no real compe
tition among those working for
justice.
These are the general princi
ples upon which my candidacy
is based. They may sound
hokey andI overidealistic but I'd
much rather be hopeful and
idealistic than cynical and pes
simistic. I also know that I'm not
the only student in the Law
School who thinks these princi
ples are important.
This year we're fortunate to
have a new Dean with impres
sive credentials who seems
motivated to change the Law
School for the better. Next year
we'll have an opportunity to
work with the Dean behind a
common goal of a better Law
School.
I'm more than willing to use
the office of Vice President as a
catalyst for change rather than
as a resume line. I'm not foolish
enough to make any specific
promises except one: I promise
to listen to all the Law School
constituencies who are un
happy about the status quo.
The "sixties" are over. As a
Law School Community we
need to build on the ideals of a
more democratic society that
the decade of the sixties repre
sents as we move into the
"nineties."

* Ivan Khoury *

Ivan Khoury, currently an ex
perienced Student Bar Director
for the first-year class, requests
your vote for the office of Vice
President, Student Bar Assoc~tion.
•
Ivan's got what it takes to
make a difference. Like other
first-year law students, Ivan
shared the discomforts, the
pains and frustrations experi
enced by his classmates.
Many of these futile situa
tions were also experienced by
the class of 1989. Ivan wants to
change this. He wants to make
the law school a more harmoni
ous learning environment.
This is Ivan's plan. He would
like to take a more active role
in law school matters and seeks
your support in his efforts to be
vice president of the Student
Bar Association.
Ivan, being new to the Buffalo
area, has had to make a transi
tion that at times has been filled
with frustration. Part of Ivan's
frustration was caused by the
at times trivial activities that
came before the Student Bar
Association.
Once elected, Ivan will utilize
his efforts and your input to en
sure that the interests of all stu
dents are represented.
Ivan is a candidate concerned
·about the pressing problems of
the law school. He is not one to

(continued)

*

within the Law School. As a part
of Lisa Sizeland's Subcommit
tee for Developing Student Is
sues, I surveyed the students'
desire for such a program.
As a result, with the help of
approximately 20 volunteer
student advisors, I set up the
advisement table on the third
floor during registration week.
More work will be done on the
advisement program during
the summer and fall to make it
a permanent part of the admin
istration and to expand it by in
volving faculty to a greater ex
tent.
Several students expressed
an interest in more varied social
events. As a result, with the
help of several interested stu
dents, I coordinated last semes
ter's events.
Many people downplay the
importance of these events in
law school. I think that is an in
justice because they are one of
SSA's primary functions - to
keep the students happy. How
ever, they are not the ONLY im
portant functions.
Many improvements still
need to take place. It is a func
tion of SBA to make sure they

Vice-Presidential Candidates

dent body, and I think it's about
time that we as a group unite
around common goals of aca
demic freedom, including free
dom of speech, from which
emanates the penumbra! right
of freedom to speak freely in a
law school classroom.

*

(Continued)

*

~

make excuses or rationaliza
tions for the shortcomings of
administrative or Student Bar
Association policy.
Ivan will be an active vice
president; he sees the need for
the establishment of two griev
ance committees. One commit
tee would deal with grievances
dealing with Student Bar Asso
ciation policy and the other with
faculty/administration policy.
There is also the need to ex
pand the support services for
students, e.g., expanding the
role of the peer advisement
program. Furthermore, clubs
should be given incentives to
co-sponsor events and organ
ize events that will allot recogni
tion to the law school.
Similar to the new adminis
tration, our student body has
had to deal with many difficult
situat:ons that have not always
been satisfactorily resolved.
One situation that can be rem
edied is the lack of notice ac
corded to students desirous to
interview for committees and
Student Bar Association ap
pointed positions.
Others include the need to
stimulate greater student body
involvement in Student Bar As
sociation policy, and greater in
teraction with other representa
tive bodies of the university
community.
Ivan is the obvious choice for
vice president. He has working
experience with student repre
sentatives and faculty . Ivan is
currently an experienced Stu
dent Bar Director for the first
year class, and a committee
member of the Student/Faculty
Committee for Students with
Special Needs.
Ivan does not claim to have
all the answers, but he is com-

*

do. Logically, the place to begin
would be at the core, within
SBA itself. It is important that
EVERY class director be active
within the organization. This
has not been happening.
I believe that we can achieve
broad-based participation by
establishing working commit
tees with chairs early in the fall
and by encouraging ALL direc
tors to actively and continually
pursue at least one project.
If ALL directors are thus in
volved, SBA will run more effi
ciently and effectively - there
by allowing more improvement
to be made at a quicker pace
within the Law School at large.

It is important that SBA con
tinue to work with Dean Fil
varoff to further implement the
suggestions made in the posi
tion paper developed this
semester by the Subcommittee
for Developing Student Issues.
Hopefully, by making such per
manent improvements, our
ranking will follow suit.
As a part of SBA, I recognize
that I was a part of the weak
nesses as well as the strengths.
However, I feel that my contri
butions far outweigh my weak
nesses and I feel that I am in a
better position now to know
what needs to be done.
I am a person who can devel
op a goal and follow that goal
through to the end. I can do my
best to remain objective so that
I can ensure that I listen to ALL
students' views.
Thus, if elected, I offer you an
open mind, an open ear, dem
onstrated experience, and a
sense of compromise.

)f
mitted to making the Student
Bar Association the advocacy
voice it can be. Ivan is cognizant
of the demands of the job and
looks forward to the new re
sponsibilities the job entails.

* Christopher Reo *

I am running for SBA vice
president as a candidate who
wishes to increase involvement
within a better organized SBA.
The SBA must take a more ac
tive stance with regards to stu
dent affairs and must take steps
to make this campus more
amenable to a productive social
atmosphere.
If elected, my goal would be
to actively increase involve
ment amongst the students in
the law school and to enhance
communication with the faculty
and surrounding community.
As the SBA vice-president, it
would be my job to help make
that the goal of the Executive
Board, the class directors, and
the groups we support. I plan
to institute this plan in the fol
lowing ways.
First, the SBA needs to be bet
ter organized, more accessible,
and more willing to listen to
new ideas.
Through its attitude on stu
dent involvement, the SBA sets
the tone for much of what hap
pens during the academic year.
Support for social events, guest
speakers and student commit(continued on page 7)
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BAR EXA
NEW YORK

FOR THE FIFTH YEAR IN A ROW, THE LIVE PERFORMANCE
OF THE PIEPER BAR REVIEW COURSE IS FULLY SUBSCRIBED
(ALL 1,000 SEATS ARE SOLD OUT) FOR THE SUMMER COURSE.

Seats still available in the following tape courses:
ALBANY, BOSTON, BUFFALO, CHARLOTTESVILLE, ITHACA,
NEW YORK CITY, NASSAU, NEWARK, PHILADELPHIA, QUEENS,
SUFFOLK, SYRACUSE, WASHINGTON, D.C., WESTCHESTER,
and our newest location, BRIDGEPORT, CT.

PIEPER NEW YORK - MULTISTATE BAR REVIEW, LTD.
90 Willis A venue
Mineola, New York 11501
(516) 747-4311
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*Christopher Reo*
continued from page S

tee representatives oftentimes
emanates from the SBA. If we,
the elected representatives,
don't show a desire to get in
volved and appoint those who
will, how can we expect the stu
dent body to support us? Office
hours must be mandatory,
agendas must be posted, and
we have to actively recruit stu
dent involvement. After all, we
are your elected representa
tives.
Second, we must make it
easier for individual groups to
have access to their money so
that spontaneous events can
get off the ground. I therefore
propose the establishment of a
petty cash system to be ad
ministered by the SBA.
It would be subject to strict

SBA ELECTIONS

~

voucher and triple signature re
quirements, but would have the
effect of giving organizations
some starting money for stu
dent events. We can have better
control over our student money
without decreasing account
ability!
Third, so that all students can
take advantage of the various
events, I propose that all groups
be required to submit to The
Opinion a bi-weekly schedule of
events which may be published
when it is timely and within The
Opinion's space limitations.
This could help the lack of com
munication that exists regard
ing the particulars of scheduled
events.
Fourth, to improve communication between the faculty and
the student body, I propose a
series of weekly brown bag

*

*Robert Brucato *
Secretary

My name is Robert Brucato
and I am running for the posi
tion of Secretary of the Student
Bar Association. My growing
concern throughout the past
two semesters, with the quality
of life at the law school has
motivated me to run for this office.

I feel that my four years of
experience in student government, at this university, has
taught me the importance of
student input in any school environment. As Secretary of
Sigma Phi Epsilon fraternity, I
faithfully executed respon-

lunches (like those started by
AWLS) which would feature a
faculty member, local official,
or issue of legal importance.
The SBA would foot the bill for
liquid refreshments where pos
sible.
Fifth, we need a better or
ganized intramural system.
Hal.ting established the Intra
mural Racquetball League, I've
come to recognize that incen
tives are necessary to foster in
volvement. I intend to revamp
the league in order to increase
involvement, but I also feel that
the SBA should take a more ac
tive role in other sports such as
softball, volleyball, water polo,
and basketball.
Tournaments are essential
for most sports because of the
limited extracurricular time we
all have. We need to offer incen-

~

tives (like T-shirts for the win
ners) in order to increase in
volvement. These incentives as
well as officiating costs can be
offset by league fees.
My sixth proposal stems
from the belief that UB Law
should take a more ttctive
stance in community affairs.
High school outreach programs
and internships, like those
started by LALSA and BPILP,
are not only vital to those seek
ing guidance and assistance
from the Law School, but would
improve our repoire with the
community. These programs
must be nurtured and ex
panded so that more people in
the community can benefit
from UB Law.
Finally, the SBA must continue its efforts to voice the student position. Change will

Secretary, Treasurer Candidates

sibilities that are similar to the
ones that I will encounter as
secretary of the Student Bar As
sociation.
Now.more than ever there is
an increasing need for com
munication between the West
ern New York Bar and the law
school. As Secretary, I will do
my best to tap this as yet under
used resource. One way of
achieving this would be to in
vite more area attorneys to the
school to speak on topics of
local, legal interest.
Finally as Secretary, I will always be receptive to any student concerns that are brought
before me. I am confident that
1 am fully qualified to sucessfully meet all of my responsibilities as Secretary of the Student Bar Association. I encourage you to take the time this
week to participate in the election of officers, to insure that
your interests are adequately
represented in the Student Bar
Association.

.* Michael Smalls *

This is my basic platform.
There are other issues that con
cern me which I have tried to
make an impact in, such as the
committee for students with
special needs. I look forwrd to
any input you might offer. With
out your criticism and ulti
mately your involvement, our
student government will never
reach its potential.

* *

for consternation from one's

Secretary

(photo not available at press time)

Most people understand that
the position of Secretary requires skills concerning the taking of meeting minutes, note
keeping, correspondence and
the like. I, like many law students have developed those
skills attempting to subdue the
red tape involved with student
loans, financial aid, housing
and classnotes.
As Secretary, I would like to
allow the position to provide a
medium through with the student body can make the S.B.A.
aware of student concerns. The
student body knows what
S.B.A. does when it is time for
organizational budget appropriations or S.B.A. party sponsorship (both important in vary
ing degrees), but these are not
the only items of which students should bemade aware.
S.B.A. needs to know what
the student body's concerns
are. You let me know, and I'll
let them know.

never occur unless the Admin
istration knows what the spe
cific needs of the student body
are. The Student Position Paper
and the SUSTA drive were the
two most recent efforts made
by the SBA to solicit a response
from the student body. The SBA
·must continue to understand
student needs and act so that
they become reality.

*

G

regory Vinal

*

Treasurer

The job of SBA Treasurer
may be, in a way, more sensitive than that of SBA President.
It is the Treasurer who has the
most interaction with the varistudent
organizations
ous
funded by the SBA. And, while
the organizations, the other officers and the directors may
speak of laudatory goals and
major projects it is often the
Treasurer who chimes the sour
note of fiscal constraint.
So, you may ask, why would
someone in their right mind
want to assume such a position,
wrought with the high potential

peers? I too have been asking
myself that question rather
often of late. But the answer
usually boils down to a decision
to run. I am confident that I will
be able to devote to the job the
amount of energy and skill
which is required to fairly and
competently administer the finite amount of mandatory student fees collected from each
of us. From my participation on
the SBA finance committee this
year, I am extremely familiar
with the budget which the next
treasurer will be forced to deal
with. I have heard the appeals
for funds and I am aware of the
aspirations behind the numbers. I am also aware of the
balancing involved in the
budget formation and know
that ·this must enter into most
funding decisions. It is my sincere hope that this coming year
will see many of the goals of
the funded organizations, as articulated in the budget requests, realized.

Buffalo Morning Zoo Crew Entertains ELS Members
by Jeff Markello
A few Wednesdays back, the
Entertainment Law Society was
treated to . a delig_htful and
humorous introduction to the
world of morning radio in Buffalo. Bob Taylor and Harv
Moore from WHPD 103.3 FM
radio came to discuss how the
law affected their profession
and provided some insights
into what allows a radio station
in Buffalo to succeed.
Better known as the Buffalo
Morning Zoo Crew, Taylor and
Moore air their show from 6 am
to 10 am weekday mornings
from WHPD's downtown Buf
falo station. They have been on
the air since 1979 and this nine
year experience has resulted in
a very successful show and cur
rent following .
Their outrageous humor has
included such acts as The King
of Fa, numerous impersona
tions and caricatures poking
fun
at
well-known
per
sonalities, interviews with the
Buffalo's Mayor Jimmy Griffin,
and daily early morning conver
sations with a woman from the
Casa de Pizza, known as Bea.
The Entertainment Law Soci
ety gave those law students
who are fans of Taylor and
Moore an opportuniuty to meet
these disc jockeys and ask
questions about their show,
WHPD 1203.3, and Buffalo's
radio business in general.
Taylor and Moore surprised
the audience with some of

WHPD's radio policies and gave
insights to others such as what
segment of the Buffalo market
they and their major competitors are geared toward.
WHPD is Buffalo's Rock-NRoll station while WHTT 104.1
plays the old Classic hits, and
Magic 102 and KISS 98.5 play
the area's - 1p 40 dance music.
The dis ~ssion soon turned
to a well-known New York City
radio disc jockey Howard Stern
who is one of the more vulgar
and lewd personalities over the
air anywhere. A short segment
of one of Stern's recent shows
was played back for those stu
dents not familiar with his
work ... they soon came to un
derstand how disgusting he re
ally is.
Stern who usually evokes very
strong emotions from his lis
teners, did not seem to retain
very much respect from Taylor
and Moore as they claimed that
his style was more of a fad that
would come and go before too
long.
Although this did not sit very
well with many Stern fans in the
audience, their point was well
taken and understood to repre
sent a more conservative BUF
FALO disc jockey's point of
view.
All in all, the Entertainment
Law Society once again pre
sented a top notch event con
sistent with its policy of spon
soring quality events that will
continue to further introduce

•

the law school student body to
the wide-reaching field of entertainment law.
The ELS is currently busy
planning
additional
events
such as a reception, talks from

area professional entertainers,
and fund-raisers including a
huge raffle with exciting prizes
available next spring.
Stay on the lookout for Entertainment Law Society notices ...

The ELS will also do its best to
keep the law school student
body posted as to its events...
after all, that's entertainment!

IT Important Announcement TI
On Friday, April 22, a coali
tion of Buffalo student and
community groups will lead a
"Take Back the Night" march
through the UB Main Street
campus and surrounding Uni
versity Heights area .
The march will commence at
Harriman Hall at 7 :30 p.m., fol
lowing brief speeches and read
ings. The march will last until
approximately 8:30 p.m., to be
followed by a rally at Harriman
Hall.
This march has been called
in order to protest violence
against women, both on cam
pus and in the community. His-

torically, "Take Back the Night"
marches have been organized
throughout the country as sym
bolic protests of women's in
ability to walk freely at night
without the threat of physical
and/or sexual violence.
The night has, in effect, been
taken away from women. The
march, which will consi_st solely
of women , will symbolize how
women can, through uniting as
a political force, overcome the
violence that oppresses and si
lences them .
While women are marching,
men will participate in a sup-

TAKE BACK
THE NIGHT MARCH
•
•
•
•
•

port vigil. Yetta Kurland, an or
ganizer of the march, said:
"Having men take part in the
march would defeat the pur
pose of the march; women
need to win the ability to walk
alone at night without the fear
of attack."
The Buffalo march will coin
cide with similar marches at
SUNY institutions across the
state, as part of a coordinated
effort to secure minimum
safety standards for SUNY
campuses. For more informa
tion contact Yetta Kurland, UB
Women's Center, at 636-2950.

FRIDAY, APRIL 22, 1988

Women gather for march at 7:00 p.m .
Candlelight support vigil for non-marchers (women and men) at 8:00 p.m.
Rally begins at 8:30 p.m. with speakers Margaret Randall and Nancy Johnson.
Music and refreshments following rally.
FREE CHILD CARE PROVIDED!

All events will be held at Harriman Hall, which is behind the
South Campus Metro Rail Station on the U.B. Main.Street Campus.
Sponsored by U.B. Women 's Center in conjunction with: University Heights Community Center, Anti-Rape Task
Force, Women 's Law Association, Women's Affairs, and S.A.S.U.
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Editorial
The recent commentaries on the "Faculty Statement Regarding
Intellectual Freedom, Tolerance and Prohibited Harassment" as
published in the April 15th issue of The Spectrum and the April
17th issue of The Buffalo News bring home the concern and at
tempts by UB Law to deal with incidents of harassment. UB Law
is not alone in its attempts to deal with racist, sexist and
homophobic incidents. This is a national problem plaguing many
colleges and universities.
The faculty statement was undoubtedly misunderstood by many.
It should have been understood in light of the events that occurred
in the 1986-1987 academic year. The racist and sexist attacks that
occurred at UB Law should not be tolerated . To this end the faculty,
following a national trend, attempted to deal with these incidents.
Although the faculty statement was fraught with problems, The
Opinion elected to applaud the bold move made by the faculty in
its attempt to begin dealing with the problem of harassment against
those law students who come here from groups which are under
represented in the field of law.
In a meeting on Friday, April 15th, held by the Faculty-Student
Relations Committee to discuss the flaws in the faculty statement,
more than eight out of twelve students who attended agreed that
the policy should be kept but "tightened up." However, the main
issue, which is how to deal with incidents of harassment was never
discussed. The statement was dealt with as though it was an iso
lated action taken by the faculty to stifle speech and conduct. None
of the students who chastised the faculty statement offered sugges
tions on how to deal with racist and sexist incidents at the law
school despite their intense understanding of constitutional issues.
The University of Michigan in an attempt to deal with similar
incidents on their campus has put into effect a new anti-discrimina
tion code . For the first time in its history, the university will impose
penalties leading, and ranging, up to expulsion. The code prohibits
any threat or act that interferes with a student's education or
"creates an intimidating, hostile or demeaning environment" for
any student because of his or her race, sex, religion or sexual
preference. They too realize the problems involved but have de
cided to take action.
Even closer to home, at New York University Law School, numer
ous untolerated sexist incidents led faculty and students to form a
Committee on Sexual Harassment and Gender Bias. In a report
prepared by the committee, awaiting faculty approval, the commit
tee stated that the reason for such action is to "afford notice of the
kind of practices the community views as inappropriate to the
school's educational purpose." Endorsed by The Commentator, the
NYU law school newspaper, the Editorial Board stated that "adop
tion of the report's rules will provide institutional support for an
academic environment which nurtures and encourages individual
ity. Surely our academic freedom will not be compromised by the
prohibition of conduct which intimidates and silences the diverse
expression we seek to foster."
In February 1988, NYU Law School, in response to the proposals
generated by the Student Sexual Harassment Committee, held an
Awareness Week which was aimed at focusing attention on handi
capped rights, homophobia, racism, religious intolerance and
sexism at the law school.
UB Law School has taken a bold step forward in issuing its faculty
statement. Students interested in the moral and legal issues in
volved should utilize their talents in fostering the best educational
atmosphere in the study of law for all students.. Perhaps one means
of limiting these incidents is by offering a mandatory social and
cultural orientation for incoming students, or make changes in the
curriculum and/or faculty hiring to reflect the numerous contribu
tions made by the under-represented members of our communities
to Western culture.
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Dear Editor,
In a commentary entitled
"SBA Should Trust Dean to Act
on Position Paper" {Opinion 4/
6/88), the author assumes that
the SBA is sending a message
to the Dean that we don't have
any faith that he will respond in
a satisfactory manner to our report. As an SBA member and a
contributor to the report I can
assureherthatisnotourgoal.
We recognize that the Dean
does not have the final say on
many issues facing the law
school. This is especially true
when we are talking about improvements which cost money.
By sending copies to the
SUNY Trustees and SUNY at
UB administrators we can in
sure ourselves that they know
that these concerns are the stu
dents and not those of the
Dean.
Sending copies to the Alumni
Association and the Erie County
Bar Association will hopefully
encourage them to take an ac
tive part in helping us reach our
goal of a better law school.
Being an integral part of the
Buffalo legal community, these
organizations have a vested in
terest in the school. Their dona
tions of ideas, time and money
will be felt long after our three
year stint is over.
by
encouraging
Further,
these outside groups to get in
volved, it will provide a vehicle
for graduating students to con
tinue their participation in the
improvement of the law school.
As a student at U.B. Law
School I would also encourage
the distribution of these reports
in such a manner as to encour-

age the Dean to take action.
Such action does not suggest
lack of faith in the man, but lack
of faith in the system that the
man must act in.
The committee, in submitting
the report on March 1, 1988, requested the Dean to respond in
the Opinion. Unless his response is in today's edition of
the paper students will have to
wait until next fall to see what
our new "leader" thinks of our
report.
Surely six weeks is sufficient
time to respond - at least in a
cursory fashion. It would have
been a simple gesture to the
third-year students acknowledging he recognized their concerns.
Further, the current situation
with the "Faculty Statement Re
garding Intellectual Freedom,
Prohibited
Tolerance
and
Harassment" lends credence to
the theory that when you want
a bureaucrat (and the Dean is

one of the best) to take action
you may need to pursue opportunities for external pressure .
Though a complaint concern
ing the statement was submit
ted on January 7, 1988 the stu
dents involved received noth
ing but bureaucrat double talk
for two and one-half months
with the committee looking into
it stating that they were unsure
if they could act on it before the
end of the semester.
It took a call from noted First
Amendment author Nat Hentoff
to spur any action. (Incidentally,
a column written by him on the
"Statement" was published in
the Apri I 9, 1988 Washington
Post.)
If it will take outside action to
spur changes the SBA should
encourage the outside voices to
participate.
James P. McClusky
Third-year law student

Graduation Cap & Gown Protested
Dear Editor,
I'm not going to pay forty-two
dollars for two hours' use of a
cap and gown for the same rea
son that I'm not going to buy
myself a thirty-foot tombstone.
The only reason I can per
ceive why either of these wholly
symbolic undertakings costs so
much is to enrich some unde
serving entrepreneur.
I do not contend that all en
trepreneurs are undeserving.
But the cap and gown people
at the school bookstore (and in
the law school administration)
have demonstrated themselves

to be the commercial alter egos
of those in the funeral industry.
Both are aided in their legal
ized extortion by a minimum of
capitalist
competition - at
least there's some among un
dertakers. And both are making
the most of the fact that you'll
never graduate law school/die
again.
Thus, the bookstore clerk told
me, "For this occasion you
wouldn't want to be seen in
anything less than our top-of
the-line silk-lined casket, I mean
cap and gown."
Richard Giacoma

Student Criticizes NLG Activities
Dear Editor,
I feel compelled to write and
express my admiration for the
National Lawyers Guild . I am al 
ways in awe and inspired by
things that go beyond my un
derstanding. As you might im
agine, there is much in this
world that has earned my awe
and inspiration, since there is
much in this world that is
beyond understanding.
Yet, the NLG has earned a
particularly
notable
place
among these giants of the in
comprehensible. Let me share
but a few examples of their pro
wess in the field of the un
fathomable.
Let me begin with kudos for
Andrew Bechard and Molly
Dwyer for their most recent ar
ticles in The Opinion entitled,
"The End of Reaganomics, The
Start of an Old Beginning." In
this wonderfully entertaining
article
they
describe
"Reaganomics", wherein they
say it (whatever it, in its totality,
is supposed to be). "has turned
millions of Americans into un
employed people, underem
ployed people, homeless people
and poverty stricken people."

This is one of those remark
able statements that I find my
self utterly incapable of under
standing. You see, The Bureau
of Statistics has just come out
with a report that states that
more than one-quarter-million
new jobs were created last
month, and the country's un
employment rate has fallen to
its lowest level since 1980.
The nation's economy has
added some 15.5 million jobs
in the last 64 months, and the

jobless rate has been halved, to
5.6% last month, from 10.8% in
November 1982. I can only cre
dit these fine representatives of
the NLG with knowledge far
superior to that of The Bureau
of Statistics.
A less notable manifestation
of their leadership, in the move
ment of the not-to-be-under
stood, is their statement, "Ab
sent from the media is the 'yup-

pie porn'" (I defy anyone to
characterize 'yuppie porn'),
"that dominated just a few
years ago. Cover stories and
analysis are being done on gay
rights, discrimination, housing,
poverty, illiteracy, [and) day
care."
Purely aside from what that
statement itself is supposed to
mean, I am astounded that

(continued on page 10)

Another Opinion on Facuity Statement
Dear Editor:
In the past several months, I
have read a number of letters
to this newspaper which ex
pressed grave concerns about
the Faculty Statement Regard
ing Intellectual Freedom, Toler
ance, and Prohibited Harass
ment. Although I am certainly
not an expert in the field of con
stitutional law, it's not hard to
see why. The statement blatant
ly violates basic First Amend
ment rights.
However, I don't intend to
elaborate on the substantive
questions involved. I believe
that certain students in this law
school, as well as Washington
Post writer Nat Hentoff, have
done an effective job of laying
the issue on the table.
What concerns me is the si
lence on the part of the faculty.
We have professors writing to
this paper letters concerning
the effectiveness of Contorts.
Although the issue involved
here is slightly more important
than the existence of Contorts,
not one faculty member has ex
pended the time, or the effort,
in an attempt to justify this

statement. I find this truly in
credible.
Even if the faculty believes
that this criteria doesn't merit a
response, it should at least indi
cate its position. Unfortunately,
the faculty seems content to ig
nore the problem and act as if
it doesn't exist. Well, it does
exist.
The faculty owes the students
an explanation. Obviously, let
ters written by students haven't
merited a reply in the eyes of
the faculty. Perhaps an article
written in one of the country's
most prestigious newspapers is
enough to change the faculty's
mind. A law school which limits
the First Amendment is the
equivalent of a medical school
that modifies the Hippocratic
Oath.
There's an old saying that
captures the spirit of the First
Amendment: "I don't agree
with what you say, but I will de
fend to the death your right to
say it." Apparently, the people
who drafted and approved the
faculty statement believe just
the opposite.
Andrew Culbertson

Res Ipsa Loquitur . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . by Daniel lbarrondo

Goodbye To You My Trusted Friends, And Readers ...
With deep regret I depart
from the intellectual world of
satirical musings that has
characterized the writing style
and contents of my column Res
lpsa Loquitor.
Writing for the Res /psa
Loquitorcolumn has had its ups
and downs. There were some
law students who weren't
pleased when I quipped at Law
Review, Moot Court, the NLG,
JAG Corps and so forth.
Then again, there were some
law students, especially the
regular readers of my column,
who enjoyed the articles and
were able to see the humor of
all that characterizes the law
school experience. To this

group of students I thank you
for your suggestions and posi
tive reinforcements.
Law school is a quite uptight
and pretentious place to be. The
attitudes that are developed to
wards each other get worse
once we enter our second and
third years. One of the purposes
of my column was to force us
to look at ourselves and laugh
a little.
I'm almost positive that if we
all were together during our
college years the bond and
unity that would've been
created during that time would
have been incredible.
Fortunately, we are in law
school and working to develop

our professional careers. Un
fortunately, the atmosphere
that is created leads us to create
cliques and pass judgements
about others. Intelligent humor
and satire, I believe, is a good
common ground to foster a
sense of community and the
bond that is truly hard to estab
lish among us all.
Working with the graduating
and incoming staff of The Opin
ion has provided me with a
prime example of the kind of
relationships that the law
school as a whole should devel
op.
We are all individuals with
differing opinions, views and
career goals yet we are able to

work together harmoniously as
a team.
We had fun times during lay
out, enjoyed each others com
pany outside the law school at
mosphere and provided posi
tive critiques of each others'
views and writings. We took
things seriously when the time
demanded it and we poked fun
at each other.
I don't believe that anywhere
on campus one can find a group
that operates with the cohesive
ness of the Opinion staff.
I will surely miss the com
pany of Krista, Zulma, Idelle and
Melinda. You guys have been
marvelous to work with.
It's good to know that The

Guild Perspectives . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Opinion tradition and mode of
operation will be enhanced
with the incoming board mem
bers, Donna Crumlish, Andrew
Culbertson, Damon Serota,
Maria Rivera, Alexei Schacht
and Jeff Markello. I look for
ward to working and having fun
with you guys.
I too feel, as Kevin O'Shaugh
nessy, former Features Editor,
aptly said before me, that the
last production of The Opinion
in the Spring semester is like
watching the last episode of
"MASH" on television.
So long people and I'll see
you soon. Feel free to come
by the office and pitch in for
layout.

.

by Troy Oechsner

NLG Explains Position On Arab-Israeli Con11ict
You just can't please every
body.
As we anticipated, the NLG's
campaign for human rights,
peace, and justice in Israel's oc
cupied territories and the Mid
dle East encountered criticism
and misunderstanding.
We engaged in lengthy dis
cussions before taking a posi
tion on this issue. Nevertheless,
a few have criticized our stand
as anti-Semitic.
This is highly ironic consider
ing that many of the NLG mem
bers who were the most sup
portive and active in our cam
paign are Jewish. It is reminis
cent of the early days of Viet
nam, where any criticism of
American policy was dismissed
as anti-American or even, God
forbid, "communist."
We in the NLG see ourselves
as true patriots. We realize that
criticism of a national policy
may come from concern, love,
and a deep commitment to the
nation's founding principles.
We also realize that blind sup
port for national policies is
disastrous. Although we sup
port Israel, we will not become
Israeli apologists when it has
committed injustices.

The "Right" View

For the record, the NLG's po
sition on the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict has four basic points.
First, Israel should adopt the
fourth Geneva Convention re
garding its treatment of Pales
tinians in the occupied territor
ies. If adopted, the Geneva Con
vention would impose a basic
minimum of human rights guar
antees for the Palestinians,
such as a right to some due
process of law.
Hopefully, it would end the
officialiy sanctioned collective
punishment,
indiscriminant
beatings, mass detentions, and
killings of Palestinian people by
the Israeli military (as well as
the unofficially sanctioned mur
der of Palestinians by Israeli
settlers).
Second, the NLG supports Is
rael's right to exist. We feel that
it is essential to any long-term
peace in the Middle East that all
nations and national organiza
tions (particularly all Arab na
tions, the Soviet Union, and the
PLO) recognize right of Israel to
exist as the Jewish homeland).
Third, all nations (particularly
the United States and Israel)
should recognize the Palestin
ian Liberation Organization as

the legitimate voice of the
Palestinian people. This is the
point that seemed to cause the
greatest amount of controversy
and misunderstanding.
We are not saying that we
support the PLO's terrorist ac
tivities. The past PLO bombing
of school buses, for example,
was truly deplorable and bar
baric.
Likewise, we do not support
the terrorist activities of the Is
raeli state. For example, the
mass executions at Sabra and
Shatila refugee camps as well
as the indiscriminant bombings
of innocent Palestinian refu
gees by Israeli warplanes using
napalm and cluster bombs
have been inhuman acts of
genocide.
The basic truth, like it or not,
is that there are no good guys
and no bad guys. There has
only been a long and brutal his
tory of atrocities on both sides.
Thus, both sides must put aside
their pasts and deal with each
other in an effort to build peace
and trust.
Of course, this is easier to say
than it is to do. But it must start
with dialogue. The Palestinians
must talk directly with those

whom the Israeli people have
chosen as their representatives
- the government of Israel.
Likewise, Israel must talk di
rectly with those whom the
Palestinian people have chosen
as their representative voice the PLO.
The most popular argument
against Israel recognizing the
PLO is that the PLO exists only
to destroy Israel. On ABC's
nightly news of 2/13/88, PLO
Chairperson Yassir Arafat said
that the PLO is currently willing
to recognize UN resolution
#242 establishing the state of
Israel.
Arafat expressly stated that
he would recognize Israel's
right to exist in exchange for Is
rael negotiating directly with
the PLO.
If Israel and the U.S. continue
to pretend that the PLO is some
fringe group without near
unanimous support from the
Palestinian people, then, as
Arafat said, "There will never
be peace."
Fourth, there should be an in
ternational peace, conference
with ALL parties concerned in
an attempt to work out a lasting
peace.

.. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

The conference must start
with the basic premise that both
the Israeli and Palestinian
people have a rig ht to self deter
mination, dignity, equality, and
peace. Therefore, as stated ear
lier, the PLO, Arab nations, and
the USSR must recognize and
support the right of Israel to
exist in peace.
Likewise, Israel and the U.S.
must recognize the Palestin
ians' right to self-determination
and that the PLO is their legiti
mate representative. If these
basic foundations are not
agreed to, there will never be
peace.
We have called on our elected
Congressional representatives
to work toward these proposals
for peace.
Hopefully, this article will
clarify the NLG's position on
this issue. We hope that all law
students will keep an open
mind on this and all issues.

I

It is only through democratic
dialogue that we, as American
citizens and human beings, can
build equality,justice, freedom,
and peace.

by James P. McClusky

McClusky Opposed To Raising Hourly Minimum Wage
A bill sponsored by Senator
Edward M. Kennedy (D-Mass)
and Rep. Augustus F. Hawkins
(D-Calif.) seeks to raise the
minimum wage, which has
been at $3.35 since 1981.
The bill, which will go to the
full House later this month, calls
for a minimum wage of $3.85
an hour in 1989, $4.25 in 1990,
$4.65 at the beginning of 1991
and $5.05 by the end of 1991.
(Many class of 1993 law
clerks then rest assured that
they would receive at least $.05
an hour higher than their coun
terparts in the class of 1988.)
The sponsors of the bill want
to help low-income workers.
However, their solution, politi
cally appealing on its face, will
do more harm than good.
Studies that have been con
ducted are in virtual agreement
that a government mandated
increase in the minimum wage
would
increase unemploy
ment.
One study, done by a Clem
son University economics pro
fessor, predicts a total of 1.9

million jobs would be lost.
(New York would be the
number two loser behind Rep.
Hawkins' state of California.)
Though the desire to syste
matically increase the wages of
employees up to 50% is admir
able, it overlooks the realities
of the world. An increase in
minimum wage would force
those earning more than mini
mum wage to seek raises to
maintain their historical differ
ences.
The increase in wages being
paid would have to come from
somewhere.
An
employer
would have three choices:
(1) He could raise his prices
in an effort to generate offset
ting income. Hence inflation.
The employee's income would
therefore have the same pur
chasing
power as before
(though we would be able to
say we have a higher paid
group of poor people).
(2) He could reduce fringe
benefits. This would force em
ployees to buy, on their own,
insurance, etc. Their disposable

income would therefore be the
same or perhaps even less as
employers can get group insur
ance and other fringe benefits
at a cost less than it would cost
an individual employee.
(3) He could lay off 30% of his
work force and replace them
with automation or increase
output from other employees.
This, of course, would result in
higher unemployment.
It is true minimum wage jobs
produce a paltry $7,000 yearly
income, hardly enough to sup
port a family. But, most
m1n1mum wage jobs are not
held by heads of families.
Minimum wage jobs are usu
ally training grounds for the
young.
One third are teen-agers, 59%
are under the age of 25, and an
increasing number are semi-re
tired workers or second income
spouses. (Perhaps those con
cerned with heads of families
receiving a higher minimum
wage should look into the pos
sibility of tax credits as a more
efficient alternative.)

Today's America has an un
derclass of unemployable young
people, particularly the minor
ity youth. They are fighting
drugs, adolescent pregnancy
and illiteracy. They need jobs
to fight back - more impor
tantly, they need job skills.
One study, reported by the
Federal Reserve Bank of Chi
cago, dealt with a hypothetical
decrease in the minimum wage
by 25%. It concluded teen-age
employment would rise by
36%. This would offer a greater
benefit than increasing the
minimum wage.
To those who do not have the
benefit of a college education
and the many who do not even
have a high school diploma,
minimum wage jobs are their
place to start.
The young person learns the
responsibility of a job and the
responsibility of receiving a
paycheck. These entry level
jobs are the ones that will be
eliminated by this bill. Will they
have alternatives?

How often do we see full ser
vice gas stations? They are in
creasingly self-service auto
mated stations. The jobs that
bred automobile mechanics are
being
eliminated . Grocery
stores are also becoming in
creasingly automated. It wasn't
long ago that I was a minimum
wage bagger/stock clerk.
Many of my co-workers who
entered at the minimum wage
are still in this supermarket
chain with full-time jobs. Those
who transferred into the more
desirable jobs (i.e. meat-cut
ters), will be making more
money than I will next year.
My brother and his friends
will not have this opportunity.
With increasing wage costs this
store now hires less than half
the minimum wage workers
that they did when I started.

I

With an increase in minimum
wage other employers will turn
more and more towards auto
mation, giving fewer and fewer
opportunities to those in need
of it.
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these two were able to canvass
the entire media to come up
with their nebulous fact. I can
only assume, they are implying
that these subjects have never
been covered before, another
fact I was entirely unaware of.
More notable is The Guilds
recent handling of JAG's cam
pus recruiting. While forever
expressing their belief in free
speech, free exchange of ideas,
freedom of choice etc., The
Guild arranged to have as many
people as they could fill the
spots for interviews so that no
one could actually hear what
the representative of JAG had
to say, so that no one could
make a free choice, so that an
exchange of real ideas could
not take place.
This was a truly wonderful
pardox beyond my understand
ing. I would relish the opportu
nity to see their reaction to that
same tactic being used against
one of their pet causes. I am cer-

tain they would find some pow
erfully inventive reason for call
ing it a dastardly deed.
These small examples of The
Guild's mastery of double
speak might be enough to sway
us (we many with so limited
creativity) to rush and join the
rank ... o excuse me, ... ranks
of The Guild, but these are no
thing compared with the Grand
Coup performed last month by
this enlightened organization.
As many of you will recall,
The NLG had a table in front of
the Law School library. Above
this table were several signs
stating what the objectives of
the organization were with re
gard to the petition they were
asking people to sign . The
largest of these signs read,
"Help Support Israel's Right To
Exist." Upon reading the peti
tion one finds no mention of Is
rael, but only references to
Palestine. What could it mean!
The petition was in support

of the recognition of the PLO as
the legitimate representative
of the Palestinian people. This
is particularily interesting since
the PLO has vowed the destruc
tion of the state of Israel. One
young lady, who was handing
out the petition to passersby,
was able to explain, "We sup
port their (Israel's) right to exist
somewhere else." Ah! The utter
brilliance of it shines through.
In closing, I must point out
that The Guild held their pot
luck dinner April 8. They en
couraged a "diversity and plur
ality in menu and ideology." If
their idea of encouraging diver
sity in menu is anything like
their idea of encouraging diver
sity in ideology, I can imagine
the entire group was served a
single course of gruel. At the
very least, I am certain none of
the courses consisted of humble pie.
'
Keith L. Woodside
First Year Law Student

Dean Filvaroff Compliments
World Hunger Interest Group
Dear UB Law Students, Facul
ty, Staff, and Friends:

dents' selflessness and concern
for humanity in 1988.

I personally want to compli
ment the World Hunger Interest
Group at UB Law School
(WHIG) for its work in the cause
of relieving worldwide hunger.
WHIG's organization of the
third annual "PRIDE in Buffalo"
campaign will benefit both local
and inte'r"national agencies and
is part of a nationwide student
campaign
called
"Hunger
Cleanup Day."

The involvement of WHIG at
at the Law School is much more
than a symbolic gesture of
goodwill; it is a significant con
tribution to the welfare of
people throughout the world. I
hope that other students, fac
ulty and alumnae will be en
couraged to join with WHIG and
contribute to this important ef
fort.
Sincerely,
David B. Filvaroff
Dean

The number of volunteers in
Buffalo last year placed it 11th
among the 52 cities participat
ing in the project. That is a
proud record and presents a
challenge for this year; let us
hope that there will be an even
greater demonstration of stu-

P.S. For more information
contact:
Krista Hughes Box 738,
#688-9130
Peter Berkery Box 314,
#877-9498

Law Revue

Jeff Mueller and Michael Jackson woos the audience with their
electronic music.

Marty Pelein of ·'Playthings of Alien Pow
ers" moves the Tralf with his powerful voice.

Daniel Jbarrondo and Michael Wroblewski of the "Down by
Law Crew" rocks the house ... and mikes.
Nick Brodich of "Tommy and rhe Torrfeasors" rears
the walls ll'ith his guitar.

Marty Schwartz amazes the crowd with
death-defying juggling acts.
Kelley Omel accompanied by Michael Jackson treats us
td her joyful vocals.
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The "Hot Cargo String Band" accompanied by Sara Nichols
makes annual appearance.

THREE REASONS
WHY MORE STUDENTS ARE
CHOOSING KAPLAN-SMH
BAR REVIEW COURSE
INTENSIVE
QUESTION REVIEW: Over eighteen hours of in-class

1 question analysis by experienced law school professors is an
integral part of every SMH and Kaplan-SMH Bar Review course
at no .extra cost.

2

NARRATIVE
TEXTS: The law you need to know for your bar exam is
explained for you-not outlined-in our comprehensive texts.

3

UNPARALLELED
CONVENIENCE: Preparation for the bar exams of nine
teen jurisdictions is available at over 100 Stanley H. Kaplan
Educational Centers nationwide (except in New England, D.C.,
. Maryland, and New Mexico where courses are administered by
SMH).

- - - - - PREPARATION F O R - - - - - California
Colorado
Connecticut
Dist. of Columbia
Florida

Illinois
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts
Michigan

New Hampshire
New Jersey
New Mexico
New York
Pennsylvania

Rhode Island
Texas
Vermont
Virginia

Ifyou plan to practice in any ofthese jurisdictions, your first step should
be to contact your campus rep or your local Stanley Kaplan Educational Center.

STANLEYH.

KAPlAN-SMH
BAR REVIEW SERVICES
(800) 223·1782 (800) 343·9188

See your CampusRep,orcall:
BUFFALO AREA
Stanley H. Kaplan Ed. Ctr. Ltd.

1330 Niagara Falls Blvd.
Tonawanda, New York 14150

(716) 837-8022
C1987 Kaplan-SMH
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ILS Conducts New Student Survey!

by Jennifer L. Krieger
Recently the International Law Society conducted a survey to
measure student interest in international law and to determine
which courses, if any, they would be interested in taking. Briefly,
the results of the survey are as follows:

We, the Latin American Law
Students, have sponsored sev
eral events this year which were
designed to enhance the law
school as well as the Hispanic
community.
We sponsored Law Day along
with BLSA in an effort to prom
ote the idea of law school in the
minds of aspiring minority stu
dents.
In the hopes of addressing
the problem of the lack of
Latinos in the world of
academia, LALSA designed and
executed a day-long Hispanic

Law Students Responding: 117
1. Are you interested in international law?
Yes-102 No-15

2. Would you like to see more courses in international law offered?
No Response - 5
Yes - 102 No - 10
3. Would you like first-year students to have the option of taking
a course in international law during their spring semester?
No - 37
No Response - 5
Undecided - 6
Yes - 69
4. Would you like to see a course offered in international tax?
No - 36
No Response - 7
Undecided - 3
Yes - 69
5. What courses in international law would you most like to
offered?
International Commercial Transactions (seminars)
International Comparative Law
International Human Rights .
International Tax . . . . . . .
International Trade/Antitrust
International Organizations
Immigration . . . . . . . . .
U.S. Foreign Policy Issues .
Diplomacy . . . . . .
Conflict of Laws . . . . . .
International Finance . . . .
Clinics (Immigration, Appeals of Foreign Defendants)
International Labor Law . . . .
Environmental . . . . . . . . .
Intellectual Property Protection
Telecommunications . . . . .
International Legal Research .

15
12
10
7
7
7
7
5
4
4
3
3
3
3
2
1

"This school should take note of the increasing importance of
international relations, particularly international commerce."
"This is a growing field which should be recognized with further
course offerings."
"I support curriculum reform in general and feel that a program
in international law would be an excellent place to start. But
please - let's not have the professors teach courses we can
get in other university departments. e.g., political science de
partment. We need law courses."

~negn:n~~aeu;::~~:~r~~

Peer Tutorial Provides Support Service

:;~us:t

Dr. Blum says hundreds of
newspapers will not run stories
or editorials supporting a ban
on cigarette advertising be
cause they are afraid of losing
the revenue from tobacco ad
vertisements.
advertisements
Cigarette
reach millions of people weekly
in magazine and newspaper
ads alone. Newspaper tabloids
are a prime example of the
reach of cigarette advertisers.
"The only advertisers in these
things besides prostrate re
juvenators and bust developers
are the tobacco companies,
these publications reach up
wards of 8-10 million people
per week."
Dr. Blum also says many
newspapers ignore any at
tempts that are being made to
ban cigarette advertising. Bill C51 is being debated in the Cana
dian Parliament right now. "It

"We should be required to take international law in the first
year."
"U.B. is situated near the busiest border crossing between the
world's largest trading partnership. One would think that this
would be an appropriate place to build a strong international
law program. This is especially true given the potential impact
of the free trade agreement should it get ratified."
"I am very interested in international law. Any courses offered
would be most appreciated."
"There seems to be several professors interested in a 'One
World' community, yet there's no real push for more courses
in international law; rather, a very parochial approach to the
law."
"Please do something (U.B.'s needs are dire)!!!"
"We need more CDO guidance in this area. International law
is very important because our world is getting much smaller."
"Work out a program that encourages students to refine/learn
foreign languages."
"Coverage of current events, i.e., Kurt Waldheim, etc., would
be very interesting and I think more of an opportunity would
be available in smaller courses."
"We need a broader curriculum."

"This school has many cross-cultural programs which would
be useful resources in acquiring a deeper understanding of
international relations ... importance of international rela
tions, particularly international commerce."

lookout for details on time and
place.
All who are interested in having input or helping out with Fall
'88 orientation are urged to attend. All of you outthere who will

If you have exam anxiety,
Peer Tutorial Project (PTP) may
be able to soothe your nerves.
PTP is a volunteer organization designed to provide support services for first year law
students. Recently it sponsored
two workshops to familiarize
students with the registration
process. During the final weeks
of the semester it will provide a
' referral service for student&
with questions about their

be in Buffalo over the summer
should come to find out what to
do with all of your spare time.
You wouldn't want to stay away
from O'Brian Hall too long, would
you?

courses.
If you are a first year student
and would like help with a
course, stop by Room 509 and
fill out a tutoring request form.
A second or third year student
will contact you to arrange an
appointment.
(This article has been pubfished to comply with the SBA
By-Law 13 requirement.)

Oechsner Denies JAG Statement
Dearest Shawn:
In response to your response
to my response to your letter
regarding JAG Corps: I can only
say that I never said you had no
right to say what you said; I
only said that what you said

was wrong.
I would say it again but I don't
want to repeat myself. I would
say it again but I don't want to
repeat myself.
~
Your Buddy,
Mr. Oechsner

Tobacco . ...... .

"I would very much like to see a three-year program in interna
tional law."

"There appears to be a lack of direction for course offerings
and a lack of student understanding of what they should or
should not take."

may be larger and may conduct
many more flamboyant events,
we at LALSA are hoping to in
crease our membership and we
are hoping to continue funding
key programs that will help
open communications with the
Law School and with the Buf
falo area.
We look forward to continu
ing our efforts and welcome
everyone in the Law School to
join us in our endeavors.
The Executive Board
of LALSA

by Melanie Jenkins and
Damon Serota
The newly formed orientation committee for the fall of
1988 needs help over the summer to prepare for the upcom-

Thecommittee'sfacultyorganizer/supervisor, Aundra Newell,
facilitated the selection of cochairpersons and subcommittee
heads in the first meeting held on
Monday, April 11. However, this
committee is fully run by students.
The committee is co-chaired by
Melanie
Jenkins,
Michelle
Eggenschiller,
and
Scott
Tompsett. It is composed of eight
subcommittees, which include
fundraising, housing, informa
tional packets, social activities,
printing, small groups, speakers
and t-shirt/promotion. Anyone
with ideas is urged to submit
them as soon as possible to one
of the three chairpersons.
The committee will be holding
another organizational meeting
this week so be sure to be on the

6. Comments:
"It is embarrassing how deficient U.B. law is in the area of
international law."

"While I am not personally interested in international law, I
think it's important for people to have the option of a wider
range of classes in the area."

Outreach Program which was
attended by many of Buffalo's
most prominent Hispanic com
munity leaders, including UB
Law School alumni Judge Raul
Figueroa.
The junior high and high
school students who partici
pated in our event enjoyed
tours of the university, one-on
one exchanges with LALSA
members and a Moot Court pre
sentation. The students were as
impressed with the day's suc
cess as we were.
Although other organizations

Orientation Committee Needs Help

see

"While I'm not greatly interested in international law, there
should be more courses offered to those who are interested."

LALSA Finishes Eventful Year

from page 3
is the most progressive piece
ers buy the space on most of
of anti-smoking legislation in
the billboards in the low income
the world today.'' If passed the
and minority neighborhoods,
bill would put a ban on all
where cigarette sales are high
cigarette advertising, yet the
and people tend to be less in
U.S. press has given it minimal · formed about the risks of smok
coverage.
ing.
Another major concern of
DOC is presently trying to
DOC is that cigarette advertis
raise ten thousand dollars to
ing is aimed at the most suscep
send the U.S. Boomerang team
tible groups in society. One of
to the World Championships in
these groups is children. Young
Australia. Rather than wearing
adults in our society are eager
the Marlboro or Budweiser
to be a part of the image that
patch on their jerseys, they
cigarette advertising presents.
would be wearing an anti
Dr. Blum states that Marlboro
smoking patch. This is an at
cigarettes are the number one
tempt to counter the typical
selling cigarette among young
sporting event which is spon
people. "Kids are buying
sored by a beer or cigarette
'Marlboro', not cigarettes, it's
company (Camel GT, Virginia
all image."
Slims Tennis Tournament). Dr.
Another group that the adver
Blum hopes that this will be the
tisers are aiming at is the low
first of many U.S. athletic teams
income and minority sectors of
to go overseas with a health
our population. Dr. Blum is dis
oriented, rather than a health
mayed that cigarette advertishindering sponsor.

1

U.B. Law School
Gray Chair • Women's Studies
presents

The Margaret Randall Case:
The Fight For Free Expression
Speakers

Margaret Randall
Internationally renowned poet, photographer, author and teacher

David Cole
Attorney with the Center for Constitutional Rights

Friday, April 22 • 3 • 5 pm
•15~••-.wu,1
Nnr \'n. 11n \'ertL 10001
(111) 5'4-56,6 (101) 6J5-J3')
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Moot Court Room, O'Brian Hall
Let Randall and Cole updateyou on Margaret Randall's fight for herFirstAmendmentrights
and against deportation under the McCarran-Walter Act. Reception to follow.

Latin American Scholars Denied Entry Into U.S.
by Martin Sanchez-Rojas
Ever since I came to the law
school here, I have been at
tempting to bring to this Uni
versity, and others throughout
New York State, with the help
of many people, a writer - an
extraordinary writer by the
name of Gabriel Garcia Mar
quez.
He is without a doubt Latin
America's greatest living writ
er. He has received worldwide
recognition and has won the
Nobel Prize in Literature. He has
also won the most important
literary prize in the Western
Hemisphere annually given by
the publishing house of Casa de
Las Americas.
Many of us in this university
have probably read his Hun
dred Years of Solitude or other
important novels or short sto
ries. Many of us have probably
seen his films, maybe the
acclaimed Erendira. Many of us
have probably seen an inter
view he has given to the televi
sion networks.

But the Department of
"in"Justice under the leader
ship of that great constitutional
scholar Ed Meese has prevent-

ed this great artist and social
commentator from entering
this country.
At fault is that ancient piece
of legislation which was cre
ated in the 1950's commie
phobie epoch, the McCarran
Walter Act.
Passed over the veto of Pres
ident Truman, who claimed it
to be "inconsistent with our
democratic ideals and not com
patible with our system of jus
tice," it states very abstractly
that it would prohibit absolutely
the entry of aliens who may en
gage in activities that threaten
the welfare, safety, public in
terest or security of the United
States.
The following people have
been excluded from entering
this country because of this
bogus
contention :
Former
Canadian Prime Minister Pierre
Trudeau: former NATO officer,
Italian General Pasti, who be
longed to the World Peace
Council. All he wanted to speak
to you about was the horrors of
nuclear war.
Pablo Neruda, one of Latin
America's greatest poets and
Nobel Laurete, had also been

excluded from entering the U.S.
many times.
There have been many Italian
artists and scholars like Primo
Levi, Dario Fo, Franca Rama
and Alberto Moravia, who have
been excluded. Even a former
French minister, Regis Debray
and his philosopher, Michel
Foucault, have been excluded.
But more often than notthese
exclusions have been "applied"
on Latin Americans. The case
of Colombian journalist and
Columbia University graduate
Patricia Lara was an outra
geous, but clear hint at the ar
bitrariness and stupidity of this
Immigration law.

I was just thinking .. .
Don't Ken Neeves and Co.
have better things to do than
sue SBA for taking a stand on
important issues? His claim that
his student fee is being misused
is for the birds. My tax dollars
go for repression of the San
dinistas, for weapons for Iran,
for SDI deployment, and other
equally repulsive activities.
That's the essence of democ
racy: the people elect leaders
who decide how to spend
money.If the activities the NLG
and others were so outrageous,
why were they voted the activ
ity money? Neeves is grasping
for straws. But then again, his
is "the right view." Oops, I for
got.
The musical scores heard at
the Law Revue were fabulous!
Brian Drier did Billy Joel and
then some; Joe Rizzo had a
James Taylor quality that sur
passed JT himself; Kelley Omel
sounded lovely, as was ex
pected ; and Ginger Schroder
was marvelous. Dan lbar
rando's duet was . . . ah ...
well . . . um . .
Kudos to A&R for doing
Spring registration. Not only
that, but the first-time effort
went well, by all accounts. Nice
job, Sharon & Co.
I think too much of a fuss is
being made over the faculty
statement on harrassment.
Sure, it needs to be reworded
and refined, but its message is
a necessary one. Intolerant, bi
goted buffoons such as the kid
dies who put sexist notes and
mutilated toy animals in certain
female students' boxes are the
problem and do need to be
dealt with. While the Bill of
Rights shouldn't be suspended,
the rights of women and
minorities harmed by these
jerks shouldn't be either.
Michael Dukakis will win New
York 47% to 31% over Jesse
Jackson. Al Gore will be history
after the primary here. The day
after-the day this paper comes

out - he should drop out. If he
stays in he'll be hurting his
chances of getting the V.P. slot,
by denying Dukakis those dele
gates as well as by his certain
continued poor showings.
Why is it that students do no
thing to effect real change in the
pathetic parking policy here at
UB? We continue to park illeg
ally due to the shortage of
spaces, get tickets, pay them,
and gripe. What ever happened
to those days of sit-ins, pro
tests, angry encounters, as
saults, firebombings, shoot
ings, um .. . sorry, got a bit car
ried away there. but thinking of
President Sanctimonious, ah I
mean, Sample will do that to
you.

There have been other writ
ers like Julio Cortazar, Ernesto
Sabata, Jorge Amado, Angel
Rama and Maria Traba, who
have been declared personas
non gratas.

He presented the letters of in
vitation to the U.S. Consulate in
Toronto, who promptly refused
his petition for a visa. The ab
surdity of his visa denial is so
outrageous that surely the

by far. Discrimination is inex
cusable, especially on the part
of the government. Period.
CDO's argument that they do
not wish to deprive students of
a career opportunity is as weak
as Reagan's mind. If students
wish to talk to the JAG boys,
they could meet them down the
road at the Marriott.
If the Pentagon can spend
$400 for a hammer, it can spend
half that on a conference room
for a day.
What is the monument on the
shore of Lake LaSalle supposed
to be? Three tall columns and
a few short ones. Am I sup
posed to guess what it all
means? OK, I give up.
Wouldn't it be great if just
once a law student were to at
tend a Marino/Pieper/BarBri
propaganda meeting and blast
the capitalist pigs who suck our
money while giving us very lit
tle substantively, except for
short-term memory and a
psychological
boost?
Of
course, that will never happen .
Law students are too busy stuf
fing their faces with pizza.

While this university looks
like a big corporate center now,
I think it will improve with age.
The small trees will grow, and
give the concrete landscape
some character and definition.
And who knows? Someone
might dynamite those two ugly
Engineering buildings, which
are even more ugly than all the
rest of the solid brick build
ings - with the tacky reflecting
glass - put together.

I know of many, many stu
dents who are upset with the
current Law Review selection
process. Despite the interest of
all these students, the editor
snobs on the sixth floor didn't
have the decency to address an
issue many students - includ
ing quite a few Law Reviewers
themselves - are concerned
about. Maybe the new editors
next year will be less elitist and
show more respect for the stu
dents. Maybe. Naw, probably
not.

And I was in the Air Force,
the "best" of the four branches,

Recently several students
here at the University of Buf
falo, under the auspices of the
Committee of Latin America,
extended an invitation to a
human rights activist to come
and speak to the students and
faculty here at SUNYAB.
His name is Osiris Villalobos
and he is from Honduras. He is
a political refugee living in that
great democracy of Canada. He
. has lectured throughout Can
ada and spoken on television.

Is Geraldo Rivera the most
disgusting display of sleazy,
trashy, hyped pseudo-jour
nalism we're likely to see in our
lifetimes or what? Anyone who
disagrees should have seen his
special on murder last week.
His disregard for the truth was
outdone only by his penchant
for talking tough to Charlie
Manson. If only Charlie had
made it ten ..

I like Audrey in CDO, but her
decision to allow the military to
recruit here is both disturbing
and unacceptable. As a veteran
of our nation's armed forces, I
can attest to the bigoted, racist,
and homophobic mindset of our
fighting boys. Believe me, there
are few enlightened minds in the
military.

The accord requires that
countries facilitate the free flow
of people and ideas. For the
right-wing,
commie-phobic,
reaganites, please do not
bother to use the argument of
"but the Soviets are ... "

Maria Teresa Tula, a human
rights activist from Central
America, was invited to the
United States to receive the
1985 Robert F. Kennedy Prize
for her work with the organiza
tion Comadres, but the INS and
the State Department refused
her entry.

Everything You Wanted To . Know
by John J. Bonazzi

So what is the problem? Well,
this act usually discriminates
against Latin Americans and it
goes counter to the provisions
of the Helsinki Accords in which
the United States is a signator.

The Boston Red Sox will win
it all this year. They have the
pitching, the bats, and some
speed for a change in their new
guys. Most importantly, they
don't have Billy Buckner any
more.
The Celtics will prevail over
the hated LA Lakers, too. The
Lakers are good, but the Celts
have Bird, a bench (unlike last

• • •

mind of the Consul is too small
to admit it.
Osiris Villalobos was going to
come here to speak to you
about the recent shooting of
Miguel Angel Pavon, a human
rights activist, and Moises
Landaverde, president of the
Teacher's Association of the
Northern Region in Honduras,
which occurred in January of
this year.
These assassinations follow
ed two other significant killings.
The displacement of poor farm
families when the U.S. Defense
Department or our National
Guard or the Nicaraguan Con
tras take their land without
compensation, was also going
to be a part of his talk.
Also, he was going to speak
about the attempts to assassi
nate and then discredit Dr.
Ramon Custodio, president of
the National Committee for the
Defense of Human Rights.
As students and concerned
citizens, you should all protest
these blunders by the State De
partment and the INS. Do
something about it, please!

About Everything

year) and they're healthy. It'll
go 7 games, but it'll be the Celts.
Oh yes, and I'll take all wagers
on that.
Ed Meese should be sent into
internal political exile. The
Soviets have Siberia. We have
Oklahoma. Let's put that state
to some good use. Meese is an
embarrassment, unacceptably
unethical, and further proof that
Ronnie is mush. Another good
reason to have elections. The
poor guy's frontal lobe just
can't take it anymore.
If I hear one more person talk
about the goons on the Boston
Bruins . . . Did you Buffaloons
ever hear of the likes of Halkidis,
Maguire, or Gilles? They are
better suited for the Erie County
Holding Center than they are for
the playing ice. but I must
admit, Miller and Shoebottom
are goons, too.

One day, there will be no final
exams, as they have been
shown to be poor and unreli
able indicators of true ac
complishment.
One day, we will be judged
in the exact same manner as we
are judged in the real world, by
actual accomplishment on in
tensive analyses of issues.
One day, educators will put
in practice what they have
known for years and examine
our true ability and not our test
taking, time-management, or
studying skills; it's the former,
and not the latter, which mat
ters. One day, we will not have
exams. One day, we will not
have grades. One day, we will
have students far more con
cerned with getting an educa
tion than with getting a job. One
.day.
Have a great summer, y'all!

Jackson.

from page 4

of the Democratic Party white
vote . Can you imagine how
many Independent and Republi
can whites are going to vote for
him? If he's lucky, he'll pick up
4%-5% of them. Maybe. This na
tion is less than 25% black. Win
ning 95% of those votes does not
add up to victory. It adds up to
only thing: President Bush .
While one yearns for the day
when, to quote Martin Luther
King, people "will be judged by
the content of their character,
and not by the color of their
skin," and while it is appealing
to try to push that day a whole
lot closer with a Jackson vote,
it is also a self-defeating prop
osition.
There is a real possibility of
finally wresting control of the
White House away from the
current sleazy, incompetent
crew. After eight years of record
deficits, needy people program
cuts, and devastating foreign
policy decisions, the opportu
nity to get our great nation back
on track should be seized and not lost.
That decision is up to Jesse
Jackson. He should place the

party's needs, indeed all of
America's needs, over his own .
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• PROFESSIONAL
TYPESETTING
• OFFSET
PRINTING
• FAST SERVICE
• COMPETITIVE
PRICING
• MANY
DIFFERENT
TYPESTYLES &
PAPERS
• RESUME
SAMPLES
AVAILABLE

WE ARE RESUME PRINTING
SPECIALISTS!
CALL US OR VISIT US FOR A
QUOTATION TODAY!
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3171 Main Street
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Buffalo, NY
835-0100
1676 Nia. Falls Blvd.
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Tonawanda, NY
834-7046
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Mandatory Post-Grad .
Physicals will b . nation
Dean "1"'" D
e given in
n·.1e octor" F·1
oflice immed·
I varoff's
lately followin
commencement.
g

• The Library announces the dates of the
"Books for Bulbs" Drive will be Feb. 19,
1988 to Feb. 28, 1989. Once again,
students will be able to trade a new or
slightly burned bulb for any five volumes in
the library's rare books collection.
On arelated note, fund-raising plans are
also being formulated to assign white canes
and dark glasses to all students upon
graduation by the year 2024. Now, if they
could only do something about the
buzzing...
• Anyone finding any asbestos in the law
library is requested to return it to the
circulation desk ASAP for a full refund.
Environmental Law Credits will also be
available.

LOST
A $25.00 Reward is being offered
by the SBA for any information leading to the
comprehension of any of Lee Albert's lectures
for the years 1980 to 1988 inclusive.
This reward !sin addition to the $SQQ already offered
by Prof. Albert to anyone able to find the point
of any of those above-noted ramblings.
Neither reward applies to his seminars.
We frequently hear "he's much better
in the smaller setting."

. ent Law society
The Enterta_,n"! showtunes
will ·be singing
n's lounge
the second floor me . ht
in
from morning to n,g .
d in participating
Anyone interest! d Named-Tyrone
in the Adopt•a-Fraen .
.
see Prof. Carr•
Program, h a friend named
"Everyone as
Tyrone," says Carr.

F
U.B.'s
J\ VORITE PROFESSOR
CONTEST

Vote£. l
ar Y, Vote Often
(Include Your
The no....,.. name for full credit)

---111nees:
0 Ken Joyce
0 Ken Joyce
0 Ken Joyce

-

(Everybody¥ p
s rof Joyce)
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Something to offend
everyone. I loved it!

****

-Rex Reed

I give it 2¾ chairs . . .
2 for creative madness and
¾ for "off the wall"
-Doug Smith

Ooooh, Victor!
-Randi Naughton
Page sixteen
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NO WAY!
Audrey K. entirely too
sophisticated for this part.
And the guy they hired to play
her husband!!.

A house renovation
gone wrong
from the first nail.
-Bob Vila

-Robert Ebert

I pick it and
I'm always right.
-Irv Weinstein

Victor Thuronyi .
finally cast in the
perfect role!
-Gene Siskel

